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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


Unrrep STEWARDSHIP CoUNCIL 
Philadelphia, Pa..................-..-.---.---- April 14, 15, 1943 


COMMITTEE ON FURTHER PROCEDURES RE CLOSER RELA- 
TIONSHIPS OF GENERAL INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
AGENCIES 

New, York; NéWe..225 3 eee April 16, 17, 1943 


FEDERAL CouNCIL OF CHURCHES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
New “York, (N= Vi2e4262 5 See May 18, 1943 


NorTHERN Baptist CONVENTION, JomInT MEETING OF 
GENERAL CoUNCIL AND COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND 
PROMOTION 

Chicago, Dileep renee May: 24-27, 1943 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CauRCH OF NortTH AMERICA, 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
New Wilmington, Pa.....................-.--.-.--- May 26, 1943 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN U. S., GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Montreat: (No Ca. eee May 27, 1943 


PREs“YTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U:S.A. 
Detroit, Mich.....-).. eee May 27, 1943 


REFor\;ED CHURCH IN AMERICA, GENERAL SYNOD 
Buck) Hill Falls\ Spares oe June 3, 1943 


GENERAL COMMISSION ON ARMY AND Navy CHAPLAINS 
Washington; D! C222. June 9, 1943 


INTER-COUNCIL STAFF CONFERENCE 
Lake Geneva, Wisc..................-..-.---. June 27, 28, 1943 


ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
Lake Geneva, Wisc................--.:- June 28-July 3, 1943 


FEDERAL CouNcIL OF CHURCHES, EXeEcuTIvVE CoMMITTEE 
New? York; INCtY 3258 ee ence ee July 20, 1943 


PROTESTANT EpiscopAL CHURCH, GENERAL CONVENTION 
Cleveland; '‘Ohiou...28ss eee October 5, 1943 


oa 


Table of Contents 


VoL. XXVI Apri, 1943 No. 4 
EDITORIALS) 332 3 2 ee eo 
ARTICLES 
Hatred in Wartime ©. Va ee 
National Conference to Meet at Fisk __ 6 
Pregrams in Camp and War Industry Areas 7 
The Church and the Land. ti‘; C8 
Christian Family Week to be Emphasized 10 
Material for Rural Life Sunday _ . 10 
Political Propositions for Peace Issued Bae I 
Race Relations Sunday Widely Observed - 12 
Christian Ashrams —____ © 13 
* Church Canvass Reports Requested ‘oe 13 
Relief Needs in China Teday : aye 13 
New Publications —___ ie tL hd 14 
Yearboek of American Churches, 1943 ; aay T' 
Our Churches and the Jews in Europe My, eS 
News oF State ANB LocaL CoérerATION...___——s*#G 
AMONG THE New Booxs Cid 


Federal Council Bulletin 


Issued Monthly, except July and August, by The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. 


Publication Office 
Utica, N. Y. 


Editorial and Executive Offices, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


Subscription Price One Dollar a Year 


RoswELy P. Barnes, Editor 
AgENID A. SANBORN, Associate Editor 
Benson Y. Lanpis, Managing Editor 
CHARLES S. MAcFARLAND, Book Review Editor 


Contributing Editors: 


SewarpD HImtNER 

F. ERNEST JOHNSON 
Hewry S. LEIrPer 

J. QuinTER MILLER 
James Myers 
WortH M. Tippy 
Watter W. VanKirk 
L, Foster Woop 


JessE M. BADER 
SAMUEL McCrEA CAVERT 
H. Paut Dovuctass 
DEANE EpWaArps 

FRANK C. GoopMAN 
Roy B. Gump 

Smney L. GuLick 
GrorcEe E. Haynes 


Published monthly, except July and August, by the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Publica- 
tion office, 100 Liberty Street, Utica, N. Y. Editorial and 
executive offices, 297 Fourth Ave., New York. Entered as 
second class matter at the Post Office at Utica, N. Y., 
September 14, 1935, under the Act of March 3rd, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for 
in Section 1103 Act of October 3, 1917, Authorized July 3, 1918. 


April, 1943 


* 
: 


\ 


i 
b 


) 


| FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


A Journal of Interchurch Coéperation 
Issued by 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 
CONSTITUTED BY TWENTY-FOUR NATIONAL COMMUNIONS 


National Baptist Convention 
Northern Baptist Convention 
Church of the Brethren 
Congregational Christian Churches 
Disciples of Christ 

Evangelical Church 

Evangelical and Reformed Church 
Friends 

The Methodist Church 


African M. E, Church 

African M. E. Zion Church 
Colored M. E. Church in America 
Moravian Church 

Presbyterian Church in U. S. A. 
Presbyterian Church in U. S. 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
Reformed Church in America 
Reformed Episcopal Church 


Seventh Day Baptist Churches 
Syrian Antiochian Orthedox Church ot 
orth America 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America 
United Brethren Church 
United Church of Canada 
United Lutheran Church 
(Oonsultative Body) 
United Presbyterian Church 


Voi. XXVI, No. 4 


Aprii, 1943 


THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Prayer for Our Present Need 


Almighty Father, Who alone canst order the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful men, and 
in whose hands alone are the issues of life and 
death; as little children we come to Thee, to ask 
Thy help in this our hour of deepest need. Thine 
still is the Kingdom and the Power and the 
Glory. Thou still art the God of Righteousness 
and Truth and Love. Show Thyself, we be- 
seech Thee, to all the world as the Defender of 
those who look to Thee for strength and succour, 


‘ and come quickly in Thy Majesty to still the 


forces of evil, and establish the Peace that 

passes all understanding in the hearts of men. 

We ask it in this time of mortal combat and 

despair, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
: H. Adye Prichard 


Easter in a Dark World 


“Tt is doubtful that men have ever lived in 
times of greater despair,” writes Thomas Lyle 
Collins in the New York Times Book Review of 
March 14, 1943. He sees the “deep scepticism 
of our times,” and many people “living unhappy, 


| disorganized lives because they fail to see in the 


universe any ultimate meaning.” 

War has intensified the despair. Destruction 
and death on a scale unprecedented in human 
history have come to a generation more “en- 
lightened” and possessing more scientific knowl- 
edge and technical skill than any preceding gen- 


eration. The most cruel and devastating out- 
rages against human beings are occurring in a 
world in which the leaders of all nations have 
publicly avowed purposes of peace and justice. 

But the scepticism underlying the present 
despair prevailed before the war. In fact it 
was one of the basic causes of the war. For 
scepticism, the lack of a dynamic righteous faith 
in universal values and purposes, created a spir- 
itual vacuum in which unrighteous faiths 
flourished. The denial of universal values 
opened the way for the doctrine of the “master 
race.” ‘The denial of universal purposes, or the 
assumption that life is a blind struggle in the 
dark, led to a dynamic faith in might and ruth- 
lessness. Anarchy and war thus became in- 
evitable. 

The war itself will not produce the faith neces- 
sary to correct that basic scepticism, either in the 
countries that now comprise the Axis or in those 
which now constitute the United Nations. It may 
even deepen the scepticism, in which case our 
civilization will continue in chaos, for the peace 
will be unstable. The signs of the times are 
clear; it requires no special prophetic insight to 
discern them. And yet, these signs are not com- 
prehended by the great masses of the world. No 
wonder there is such widespread despair. 

To the Christian churches more than to any 
other agency falls the responsibility for moral 
and spiritual guidance of the world, at least of 
Western civilization. There is no indication that 
they are adequately aware of the tremendous 
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weight of this responsibility. There is much 
preaching about the matters which are of cur- 
rent concern in the press. But no amount of 
discussion of the immediate issues of the war can 
compensate for a lack of searching and profound 
analysis of the basic issues of the world crisis of 
which the war is but an expression. As the 
Archbishop of Canterbury said: 

“We recognize that the war is not a mere 
clash between rival national ambitions but is a 
crisis of civilization. Only in a very superficial 
sense is it the work of one man, though the 
actual outbreak finally depended on one man’s 
choice. But no one man possesses by the force 
of his own personality the power to cause a his- 
torical cataclysm. Hitler is as much a symptom 
as a cause of that disease from which European 
civilization is suffering and of which the war is 
itself one phase. Our whole social life is sick 
and in great need of a physician.” 

The answer to the needs of a world sick with 
despair is Easter. Here is epitomized the basis 
of the Christian’s hope and faith. Here we have 
the triumph of God and the manifestation of 
the ultimate meaning of the universe. The 
things of the spirit are seen to be the enduring 
things in history,—the realistic factors in our 
destiny. Had it not been for Easter, the Cross 
would probably have become the symbol of the 
mortality and futility of everything that Jesus 
of Nazareth lived for, instead of the symbol of 
resurrection and victory. The Cross and Easter 
—when the world understands them it will find 
the secret of its healing and its hope. 

Our generation is somewhat subdued and 
chastened. Now is the time for profound 
analysis from the Christian perspective, for 
prophetic preaching, but above all for confident 
affirmation of the healing and the hope we have 
in Christ. 


A Day of Compassion 

Sunday, May second, is proposed by the Fed- 
eral Council’s Executive Committee as a “Day 
of Compassion” for the suffering Jews in Europe. 
It is hoped that there will be a widespread ob- 
servance of the day by American Christians. It 
affords a great opportunity to show unitedly that 
the tragedy which has befallen the European 
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Jews in Germany and Nazi-occupied lands is a 
matter of deep and prayerful concern to Chris- 
tians. ; 

In preparation for the ‘day of compassion” 
the Federal Council’s Research Department is 
making an inquiry into the reports as to what 
has been happening to the European Jews in the 
last year, and will make its conclusions known 
to the churches. Suggestions as to how Chris- 
tian citizens can help to secure the adoption of 
measures which afford promise of doing some- 
thing to alleviate the plight of the Jews are 
printed on another page of the BULLETIN. 

The Christian people of Great Britain and 
their church leaders have demonstrated their 
concern on numerous occasions. In Holland, 
France and Norway the churches—Roman 
Catholic as well as Protestant—have’ demon- 
strated their sympathy for the Jews at the cost 
of persecution. In Holland, where Jews were 
required to wear arm-bands to make them easily 
distinguishable for abuse and discrimination, 
many members of the Christian Youth Move- 
ment also wore the bands. In France there has 
been unequivocal public condemnation of the 
Nazi persecution as well as much quiet assist- 
ance to the victims. 

May second is a good time for us to recall 
Baron von Hugel’s words: “Christ taught us to 
care; caring is the great thing. Caring matters 
most.” Even if it proves impossible to rescue 
large numbers of the Jews in Poland, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, France and other countries who, ac- 
cording to such evidence as is available, are 
threatened with extermination, we can at least 
show that we care. That is something! 


Madame Chiang Kai-shek, 
Christian Missionary 


If a national leader ever had cause for bitter 
words and hysterical behavior, it would be 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek. Her people have 
suffered long. She has shared their tragedies in- 
timately. She has labored strenuously. Her 
burdens have been personal as well as official. 
Nevertheless, during her visit in our country she 
has shown an unwavering dignity and com- 
posure. Her public statements have been char- — 
acterized by the highest statesmanship, a states- 
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manship which we can appropriately call Chris- 
tian. By what she is and by what she does she 
reveals the consequences of her personal reli- 
gious practices. She is one of the best mission- 
aries to us from the vital Christianity of Asia. 


For the Children of Tragedy 


Substantial agreement has been reached 
among church leaders regarding the immediate 
urgency of a limited relief program for children 
and nursing and expectant mothers in some of 
the occupied countries of Europe. It is agreed 
also that such a program should be promptly at- 
tempted, under proper safeguards, and that the 
British and American governments should be 
pressed publicly to permit passage for the lim- 
ited supplies of powdered milk and vitamins 
through the blockade. 

For many months there was a distressing di- 
vision of opinion among equally able and re- 
spected churchmen concerning the need for the 
relief, the probable psychological and political 
consequences of providing it, and the appropri- 
ateness of urging it publicly in the face of gov- 
ernmental failure or refusal to act, except during 
recent months in the case of Greece. Now that 
there is agreement with regard to the present 
situation and the current proposals, it will do no 
good to continue the old argument. The situa- 
tion has changed in at least two important re- 
spects: the need is, without question, much 
more desperate; and the United States is in the 
war and allied with great Britain in its prosecu- 
tion. These factors both have a bearing on the 
question of public criticism of the policy of 
maintaining the blockade against relief supplies 
for children. 

We are not implying that the former con- 
troversy was inconsequential. It certainly was 
not. One side or the other was wrong. Develop- 
ments of coming months and years may throw 
more light on it and provide more wisdom for 
the future. Nothing will be gained by continu- 
ing the debate now with regard to the past. And 
much will be lost by impugning motives. 

The important consideration now. is that all 
who are concerned for the saving of innocent 
children’s lives and for the assuaging of cynicism 
and despair should coéperate in supporting ag- 
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gressively the proposals upon which there is now 
agreement. 


Planting Time 

Four times a year the early Christian Church 
commended to God the kindly fruits of the earth. 
This was the original custom on the Ember 
Days. For the early Church was aware of the 
land. Today it is far different. Even superficial 
observation would enable anyone to know that 
in the formal work of the Church we have little 
place for appreciation of the spiritual values that 
inhere in man’s relation to the land. Here and 
there a voice is raised for the recovery within 
the Church of a “sacramental attitude” toward 
the land. May there be many such voices! For 
the land is God’s creation. 

An especially good time to encourage such at- 
titudes is on Rogation Sunday, now increasingly 
called Rural Life Sunday, the fifth after Easter, 
May 30, 1943. (It may, of course be observed 
on any appropriate Sunday in the Spring of the 
year.) This day has, like the Ember Days, 
come down to us from the early Church, which 
wisely placed in the year a special observance 
of the spiritual significance of planting time. 


Are We Passing the Lord? 

An address by Rev. Paul E. Martin, Minister 
of the Methodist Church of Cambridge, Ne- 
braska, inserted in the Congressional Record of 
January 26 by Congressman Carl T. Curtis, has 
more than a catchphrase significance. Mr. Mar- 
tin notes that the current song hit ‘Praise the 
Lord and Pass the Ammunition” has put the 
Lord’s name on the lips of millions. He then 
raises a fundamental question: 

“But how strange it is that many of those who 
take this sacred name on their lips know nothing 
of His wondrous person and works. Here is 
what they are actually doing: They are passing 
the Lord and praising the ammunition. For, does 
not America boast of its productive capacity and 
that our planes, tanks, and ammunition will 
eventually blow the enemy right out of the 
war?” 

The churches of this country have a tremen- 
dous task of evangelism and of interpretation of 
the underlying causes of our world distress. 
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Hatred in Wartime 


A statement adopted by the Federal Council’s Executive Committee on March 16, 1943 


E record our gratitude that even in the throes 

\ \ of war there has been so little hatred among 

the people of the United States, and so much 
discipline and restraint. We commend the recent state- 
ment by the National Education Association counseling 
against “intense and revengeful rancor” and specifically 
against teaching hatred of the enemy and desire for 
revenge. We note with hearty approval that the British 
Commander-in-Chief of the Home Forces and the Chief 
of the Special Services Division of the United States 
Army have both advocated the same policy in the training 
of men for combat. After five years of war, Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek, speaking for the Chinese people, said, 
“While it may be difficult for us not to feel bitterness 
for the injuries we have suffered at the hands of aggres- 
sion, let us remember that hatred and recrimination will 
lead us nowhere.” The people of Great Britain have 
won our respect because, while facing their enemy with 
implacable determination, they have refused to permit 
this resolution to turn into blind hatred and indiscrim- 
inate desire for revenge. 

We therefore deplore the public statements of certain 
citizens, in civilian and military life, urging that we should 
foster attitudes of hate among our people. It is our con- 
viction that, if we are to achieve the ends we seek as the 
result of the world conflict, we dare not sacrifice those 
very values for which we are contending. We do not 
dispute the necessity for taking such measures as justice 
requires against evil-doers; but we do protest the attempt 
to develop attitudes of persistent enmity and rancor 
leading to mere retaliation. 


We recognize that never before in history has there 
been so widespread a provocation to hatred. In a world 
where human beings are still imperfect, it is inevitable 
that hatred should flare up in the souls of those who are 
the victims and eye-witnesses of degradation and infamy. 
We do not presume to judge or condemn our fellows in 
other lands who have been subjected to trials which we 
can but dimly conceive. 

Nevertheless, if that hatred is deliberately fomented 
and spread until it becomes the emotion that predom- 
inantly determines how the United Nations will act, then 
the forces of evil will have won their greatest victory. 
They will have infected those who are mightier than the 
Axis. Thereby they will have assured a continuity of 
cruelty and folly that will make hatred a self-perpetuating 
thing and render it impossible for mankind to achieve a 
just and durable peace. 

If that catastrophe is to be avoided the American people 
must make a major effort to subject themselves to spiritual 
discipline and self-control. We profess to be a Christian 
nation and we have, through God’s goodness, become a 
great and powerful nation. We have not been subjected 


to the violence of evil men as have the peoples of Europe 
and Asia whose lands have been overrun and whose homes 
have been blasted. God, working in ways that are beyond 
our finite understanding, has so far made it easier for us 
to obey Christ’s injunction against hating our enemies. 
While we cannot know why that is vouchsafed us, we do 
know that it has its price. For to whom much is given, 
of them is much required. Our easier circumstances make 
it peculiarly our duty to prevent the contagious spreading 
of a hate hysteria that would make men mad and drive 
them, like the herd of Gadarene swine, to self-destruction. 

Some pretend that hatred, however evil in itself, and 
however destructive in its long-range consequences, is 
nevertheless necessary for military victory. Even were 
this argument sound, we would reject it. For this is a 
matter where our spiritual allegiance takes precedence 
over any temporal allegiance. But the argument is 
demonstrably false. Modern war requires, to an extreme 
degree, that the military and civilian forces of a nation 
be cool in their judgments and planning and disciplined 
in their acts. We would never tolerate a General Staff 
whose decisions were determined by emotional hatreds 
or whose armies moved under the directive of angry 
hysteria. Similar coolness of judgment and discipline 
in action are, in total war, required of the civilian popu- 
lation. That this does not weaken the national will has 
been shown by the British people. 

The emotional fervor that comes from hatred and 
vengefulness makes for neither competence nor sustained 
power. It confuses the thinking, blurs the vision and 
ultimately undermines the will-power of those who rely 
upon it. Men may be so circumstanced that they cannot 
wholly avoid this evil. But to seek artificially to create 
it cannot be too strongly condemned. 

We call upon our fellow-Christians, while striving for 
right and justice, to reject all desire for vengeance; to 
seek God’s forgiveness for any hatred we may harbor; and, 
without shrinking from the harshest duty imposed upon 
us by our consciences under God, to remain ever mindful 
that He alone may say, ‘‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” 


National Conference to Meet at Fisk 

The fifth annual National Conference of Church Lead- 
ers will be held on April 27 and 28 at Fisk University, 
Nashville, Tenn. As an interracial, interdenominational 
movement promoted through the Department of Race 
Relations with the codperation of the Home Missions 
Council of North America, this conference has been an 
effective educational means for church leaders in matters 
of rural and urban community life, legislation, war issues 
and the like. Topics to be discussed this year include 
The Churches and War Industrial Communities; Policies 
and Plans of Home Missions Boards in the Light of Post- 


- 


April, 1943 


War Changes; Current Aspects of Racial Tension and 
What the Churches Can Do about Them; Some Problems 
of the American Indian and What the Churches Can Do 
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about Them; Methods of the New Evangelism. 
Denominational leaders, national and state, including 
women and youth groups, will participate. 


Programs in Camp and War Industry Areas 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL PROJECTS 

A splendid example of what can be done in defense 
areas in an interdenominational way is being conducted by 
Miss Irene McDowell in the Massillon-Canton (Ohio) 
area. Miss McDowell’s services are being contributed 
by the War Time Service Commission of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. The work at Walnut Hills 
(Massillon) is under the direction of the Massillon Minis- 
terial Association and the Don Mellet Project under the 
direction of the Canton Ministerial Association. 

Each project has a Sunday school with an average 
attendance of 60 in each place. In the Don Mellet 
Project classes are taught by people living in the project. 
The Administration Building in the Walnut Hills Project 
is used for the Sunday school services. 

Walnut Hills has a Home Makers’ Club. The women 
of this club have been responsible for most of the furnish- 
ings in the house which has been made available for 
recreational purposes. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
evenings are given over to the children and young people 
for recreation and story hour. There is a Girl Scout 
troop with 16 members. 

Probably the most popular project at Walnut Hills has 
been the Cooperative Kindergarten with an enrollment 
of 52 children. Under the direct supervision of Miss 
McDowell, mothers or interested women in the community 
teach on a volunteer basis for a week at a time. The 
children pay five cents each day, which has taken care 
of most of the expenses. Men of the community built 
tables, and Sunday school chairs are being used. 


For OFFICERS AND THEIR WIVES. 


Union Congregational Church, Columbus, Ga., along 
with many churches all over the country, has decided 
that the USO and civic programs for men in uniform are 
concerned primarily with the single enlisted man; and 
has therefore developed a very fine approach to married 
non-commissioned officers and their wives. They come 
to the church several nights a week, cook their meal and 
sit around for a wholesome social evening. Since so 
many of the women live in crowded rooming houses a 
shower bath has been made available and is much used. 


A SucceEssFuL HospPitaLity House 


The Presbyterian Hospitality House at 11 South Morris 
Avenue, Atlantic City, N.J., has as one of its most popular 
features a kitchen with a “raid it yourself” icebox, which 
in three weeks has fed more than the complement of a 
peacetime regiment—1,290 men. The ‘Sneak Room,” 
named by a visiting serviceman, has also been found 


popular. There a man who craves real quiet can hide 
himself. Once the door is closed, he won’t be disturbed 
until he leaves. 

“The account of the raid-it-yourself refrigerator,” says 
the director, Mrs. William B. Pugh, “sounds prohibitively 
expensive, but we believe that it will prove no more so 
than a program of evening refreshments since there is 
absolutely no waste and all sorts of donations of food 
can be used. We most heartily recommend the idea of 
giving soldiers the privilege of fussing around the kitchen, 
for one after another they comment on the fact that above 
everything else, that represents home to them. We do 
not assist them unless requested and have not had to 
wash so much as a teaspoon after they have finished. 
One of the favorite foods is hot cakes, which they make 
of prepared flour at almost no cost to us. Also, we have 
found that the absence of any program whatever and the 
complete lack of girls is much appreciated by the men, 
many of whom are married and avoid the centers where 
there are young girls.” 


TACTICS IN ENTERTAINING SERVICE MEN 


Entertainment of soldiers, sailors, Marines, and other 
service men in the home is bringing wide changes to the 
usual good practices of home hospitality, according to a 
recent release of the U.S.O. For instance, ordinarily the - 
good hostess knows she can create interest among her 
guests by discussing subjects which are akin to their 
business or profession. This is not true with service men. 
In the first place they are not permitted to talk of their 
duties, and in the second place when off duty they are 
not anxious to talk of the war. Under normal conditions 
a hostess never expects her guests to participate in the 
affairs of the household, but service men enjoy such privi- 
leges. Some of them even like to go into the kitchen and 
others enjoy fixing that loose electric connection or even 
working on the repair of furniture. 

Good hostesses often like to provide “lions” for their 
parties, usually some celebrity or interesting personality. 
The man who has just returned with a convoy from 
Murmansk is not much impressed by local celebrities; he 
prefers home folks. 

Subtle organization of the guests’ activities after dinner 
has been practiced by many hostesses in the past, but the 
service man is apt to shudder at the slightest suggestion 
of being organized into a bridge game. The best rule 
for the hostess of service men is to open her home and 
say, ‘Men, here it is—make it your home while you’re 
here and do what you would do if you were in your own 
home.” 
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ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE “SWING SHIFT”. 

The swing shift is from 4:00 P.M. to midnight and 
people who work on this shift find themselves faced with 
absolutely nothing to do so late at night. In most defense 
areas commercial recreation has recognized this and has 
kept open. Many ministers are bringing their churches 
to see that they, too, have a responsibility to provide 
wholesome recreation for such swing shift workers. A 
Hartford church has about 75 men and women at such a 
party from midnight to 4:00 A.M. each Sunday night 
(Monday morning). Group games, individual games, 
singing and just sitting comprise the informal program. 
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Churches in San Diego and Hartford have rented the 
city public utility busses for bringing children from 
outlying new housing projects to the Sunday schools, 
easily securing a bus load each Sunday. 

* * * * 

As soon as a service man enters the Friendship Center 
in the Union Congregational Church, Jacksonville, Fla., 
he is confronted with a large outline map of the United 
States. At the bottom of the map board is a trough 
with map pins. He sticks a pin in the map at the location 
of his home town and often discovers that there is another 
boy at the party from the same town. 


The Church and the Land 


HE earth is the Lord’s.”” We repeat it but act 

as though we did not understand it. It was 

once said that we might get a clue to intelligent 
action if we first considered what part of the earth is 
the Jandlord’s and what part is the /endlord’s. We might 
then be able to go on, it was said, toward a reasonable 
consideration of the relation of man to the land, which is 
one of the most fundamental of all relationships, even 
though the Church of today is not aware of it. 


The Early Church Aware of the Land 


The early Christian Church, particularly during the 
first four or five centuries of the Christian era, was much 
more aware of the land and its spiritual significance than 
are any of the churches in the Western world today. For 
-example, the early Church established the Ember Days. 
Four times a year it was the custom to commend to God 
the “kindly fruits of the earth.” In the fifth century 
the custom arose of conferring the sacrament of ordination 
at these times. Thus the original purpose of these days 
has been lost, even among the liturgical churches that 
observe the Ember Days today. The simple fact is that 
the early Church was interested in agriculture. In this 
interest of the early Church is also found the origin of 
the Rogation Days, including Rogation Sunday, which is 
the fifth Sunday after Easter. 


What does it mean, to believe in the land? 


If we really believe in the land, what follows? If God 
created the earth, as we believe, what responsibilities are 
implicit for man? By all tests, the ablest statement ever 
written was that by Liberty Hyde Bailey in The Holy 
Earth, in 1915 (recently reprinted by the Christian Rural 
Fellowship, 156 5th Avenue, New York), as follows: 

“If God created the earth, so is the earth hallowed; 
and if it is hallowed, so must we deal with it devotedly 
and with care that we do not despoil it, and mindful of 
our relations to all beings that live on it. We are to 
consider it religiously; ‘Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.’ 


“The sacredness to us of the earth is intrinsic and 
inherent. It lies in our necessary relationship and in 
the duty imposed upon us to have dominion, and to 
exercise ourselves even against our own interests. (Italics 
ours.) We may not waste that which is not ours. To 
live in sincere relations with the company of created 
things, and with conscious regard for the support of all 
men now and yet to come must be of the essence of 
righteousness. . 


“Tf the earth is holy, then the things that grow out of 
the earth are also holy. They do not belong to man to 
do with them as he will. Dominion does not carry per- 
sonal ownership. There are many generations of folk 
yet to come after us, who will have equal right with us 
to the products of the globe. It would seem that a divine 
obligation rests on every soul.” 

There is conflicting testimony as to the extent to which 
the American farmer generally believes in the land. One 
could roll up a lot of evidence that many farmers, includ- 
ing many in the churches, do not believe in it. The 
students of the Western migration tell us that the people 
often lived at one place for a few years and mined the 
land, and then moved on to other places and mined the 
land, etc. 


Man on this continent has disturbed the rhythm of 
nature. He has destroyed much of the fertility of the 
earth. He has built a hundred cities and a thousand towns 
by taking lumber from the mountainside without replacing 
the trees. We have exploited the soil as well as the other 
resources of the earth. Now for the sake of the national 
welfare we must change our minds and must learn con- 
servation to take the place of exploitation. 


A Decision about the Family Farm 


One of the first matters we must decide in all considera- 
tions of the land is the degree to which we are really 
interested in what is known as the “family type farm.” 
This is no academic question. In a thorough recent : 
report entitled For a Better Postwar Agriculture issued 
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' farm-owners. 


of individuals with headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
it is stated that this is the basic question that must be 
settled before one can take up anything else about the 
future of planning for agriculture. The 1940 Census 
listed something over 6,000,000 farms. It indicated that 
as compared with 1930 there was a considerable increase 
in the number of very large and very small farms, but 
that the middle-sized tracts, including the familiar 160’s 
of Iowa and other middlewestern states, did not increase 
in number. The Census figures seem to indicate a con- 
siderable growth in the number of small farms near cities. 

In this connection the testimony of one of the most 
experienced research workers of the Department of Agri- 
culture, Dr. O. E. Baker, is very interesting. Dr. Baker 
recently questioned many of the occupants of these small 
farms near the cities of the middlewest. He asked these 
people: Why are you buying 20’s and 40’s?_ They aren’t 
big enough for you to make a living. The answer he got 
invariably was: We know they aren’t big enough to make 
a living but we can’t afford to buy any more and in fact, 
the land doesn’t seem to be available; and we figure that 
we won’t starve on these lands. 

In the higher brackets large-scale operation has made 
considerable headway. Some of it is conducted by the 
unwilling owners of land known as insurance companies 
and other finance agencies. Machinery is also making 
possible larger-scale farming operations than have been 
found practical in the past. This has resulted, notably 
in the cotton belt, in considerable displacement of workers 
so that many former sharecroppers are now migrants 
who are wandering the earth looking for seasonal employ- 
ment in agriculture. 

This practical question of the future of the family-sized 
farms has, of course, more than economic implications. 
What kind of a rural life do we want in the United States? 
Does the Church know what kind of a rural life it wants? 
Do we really want to preserve the Jeffersonian ideal of 
the freeholder? Is individual ownership of the family- 
type farm the goal? If it is then we have to bend our 
efforts to reach the goal, and bending our efforts in this 
direction may lead us far beyond the local community 
into national councils, leagues of nations, etc. 


What One Minister Did 
In the Ramsey Parish Reformed Church in America, 
located in Titonka, Iowa, Rev. Calvin Schnucker has been 
very active in helping people to become established as 
For over six years Mr. Schnucker’s study 
has been a “‘clearing-house” of information. In 1933, 
34 per cent of the land farmed by members of the parish 
was “‘owner-operated”; by 1940, 60 per cent of the land 
was “owner-operated.” It is reported that no other 
organization in the county had such an effective program 
as this one country church. 
The minister first studied the needs and conditions of 
the people who attended the church. He gathered all 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 9 


possible information about farm land for sale from insur- 
ance companies, banks, individuals, etc. In pastoral 
visitations, the possibility of transferring from tenant to 
owner was frequently discussed. In his preaching, the 
minister frequently stated his own conviction that ‘“‘farm- 
ing is a good way of life.’ The “old-fashioned doctrine” 
of thrift was also preached. And when a family had 
decided to own land, full information was always available 
in the pastor’s study. Members of the church purchased 
8,000 acres of farm land between 1933 and 1940. The 
general appraisal of the effort indicates that great strides 
were made in building a stable farm community of home 
owners. 


What Should Local Churches Do? 

In two special seminars recently held in codperation 
with the Farm Foundation of Chicago, 100 persons were 
asked to pool their ideas on this question. Here is a 
summary of what they recommended: 

The local church should be interested in all the people 
in the community, tenants, laborers, landlords, owner- 
operators. 

The local church has a responsibility to oppose 
“intrenched community evils and social injustices.” 

The local church should aid in the correlation of all 
constructive social efforts. 

The local church should develop appreciation of the 
rural community and of farming as a way of life. 

Organized discussion groups under church auspices to 
consider tenancy and other rural problems will be helpful. 

The local church should always encourage young people 
to become farm owners. 

Local churches, as non-partisan agencies, are in a good 
position to bring together landlords and tenants for con- 
sideration of common ir-terests. — 

The local church has an obligation to teach “the stew- 
ardship idea” of land ownership. 

The local church should encourage the organization of 
credit unions. 


For National Church Agencies 

Among the recommendations of the members of the 
same seminars to national church agencies were the 
following: 

National mission boards should make demonstrations 
of programs of land settlement and rehabilitation. Church 
agencies should be willing to set aside some of their funds 
to be loaned to selected young farmers. The churches 
should be willing to make this type of investment in rural 
social security. 

It was also reported that church agencies already own 
“hundreds of farms.” It was stated that these are gen- 
erally rented unsystematically, and that systematic efforts 
should be made to develop constructive use of these farm 
lands so as to encourage farm ownership. 

Further, the national church agencies should: 

“Develop a clearing-house of information on what the 
churches are doing locally and nationally to encourage 
farm ownership. 
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“Represent rural Protestantism effectively in the coun- 
cils of the nation where policies and programs of agricul- 
ture and rural life are being worked out. 

“Prepare popular literature on the church and farm 
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tenancy and ownership. 
“Publish ‘case studies’ of successful local efforts, and 
circulate them throughout the Church generally.” 
Benson Y. LANDIS. 


~ Christian Family Week To Be Emphasized 


@- said that the family is the basic unit of society, the 
rock foundation of national strength and our first 
line of defense. Now this conviction is being translated 
into terms of a nation-wide movement. For this the 
third year the Inter-Council Committee on Christian 
Family Life is promoting the observance of Christian 
Family Week following Child Health Day, which will be 
announced by the President as May 1. Christian Family 
Week begins on Sunday, May 2, and continues through 
the following Sunday, which is Mothers’ Day. This 
year, however, the observance of this week takes a wider 
sweep because Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish groups 
are putting on parallel programs of emphasis on the 
family, while government agencies interested in the home 
are giving hearty cooperation. 

The Office of Civilian Defense, which is concerned with 
the moral and spiritual strength of America as well as the 
more outward phases of civilian defense, has brought 
National Family Week to the attention of the President 
and has enlisted the codperation of the Children’s Bureau 
and other government agencies. State and local defense 
councils and family welfare associations have been 
informed of this observance so that church leaders will 
find them prepared to cooperate in planning community- 
wide features. 

The primary responsibility of religious organizations 
for the strengthening of family life is recognized. At the 
same time there is a desire for the most fruitful codpera- 
tion between church leaders, child welfare and family 
welfare workers and civic leaders responsible for family 
life. The valuable technical training which community 
agencies bring to the field of family welfare needs to be 
supplemented by the spiritual emphasis for which the 
Church stands. Community-wide committees should take 
up such problems as family security, health, housing, child 
care, nutrition, recreational opportunities, consumer edu- 
cation and the planning of special features in the celebra- 
tion of National Family Week, while churches will be 
especially concerned with social and spiritual aspects of 
family well-being. 

Through the parallel programs carried on by Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish groups and through community-wide 
cooperation there will be a new awareness of the signifi- 
cance of stable family life in this time of national emer- 
gency. All specific programs for meeting family needs 
and for the better interpretation of family relationships 
should receive the impetus of a nation-wide awakening 
to the vital place which the family holds in the life of the 
individual, the community, and the nation. 


B src ttat te and with conviction it has been 


This movement ought to lead to better preparation for 
marriage on the part of the young people who are to set up 
the homes of the future, and to more adequate counseling 
services for families younger or older who need special 
help in making their adjustments and solving their prob- 
lems. Through leading the nation to build sound domestic 
foundations, this movement ought to result ultimately in 
a lessening of divorce and family breakdown. And when 
millions of people are separated from loved ones, it ought 
to do something to comfort them and so to strengthen 
the ties which bind them together that those who ‘are 
away may have something to which to return and men 
who are fighting may have the reinforcement which comes 
from the all-out devotion of those who love them. 

For its constituency among the non-Roman churches 
the Inter-Council Committee on Christian Family Life has 
prepared a folder entitled “Christian Family Week” with 
suggested program features for families, for churches and 
for groups or councils of churches. It lays special emphasis 
on the strengthening of family life from within, upon the 
function of the family in the training of children and upon ~ 
the Church’s need of recognizing the vital religious sig- 
nificance of the family unit. It calls attention to the need 
of neighborhood visiting by churches that they may 
welcome new families and make the facilities of, the 
churches available to them. It also calls for special 
programs for young people and for wives of service men. 
For groups or councils of churches it advocates a con- 
tinuing program of leadership training and for this par- 
ticular week radio programs and newspaper features 
prepared by local leaders. It also speaks of plans for 
nation-wide broadcasts in observance of this week. 

Special Scripture readings and hymns bearing on family 
life are suggested for individual, family, or church use. 
The folder has also a page devoted to helps and sources 
for the program during this special week and throughout 
the year. Copies of this folder may be had by writing _ 
to the Commission on Marriage and the Home of the 
Federal Council of Churches, enclosing a three-cent stamp. 
Or they may be had for distribution at 50 cents for the 
first hundred and 45 cents for subsequent hundreds. 


L. Foster Woop. 


Material for Rural Life Sunday 
An Order of Service for Rural Life Sunday, May 30, 
is available from the Committee on Town and Country, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York. Single copies three cents; 
rates on quantities. 
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Political Propositions for Peace Issued 


oration and warning that American isolationism 

would lead to another war, is outlined in a State- 

ment of Political Propositions published by the Com- 
mission to Study the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace. 
The plan, described as “Pillars of Peace,” calls for 
continuing collaboration of the United Nations after the 
war, and, in due course, of neutral and enemy nations; 
international economic agreements; treaty structures 
adaptable to changing conditions; assurance of autonomy 


A POSTWAR plan calling for international collab- 


-for subject peoples; control of armaments; and_ the 


recognition of the right to religious and intellectual liberty 
of peoples everywhere. 

Mr. John Foster Dulles, Chairman of the Commission, 
made public the Statement of Political Propositions at a 
luncheon in New York, Thursday, March 18. “We are 
deeply impressed by the critical nature of this hour,” said 
Mr. Dulles. “There are, of course, those who say: Let us 


get on with the war; when that is won it will be time © 


enough to talk about the peace. To an extent, I agree 
with that viewpoint. It would be folly to-divert our 
effort and imperil our unity by forcing debate on the 
details of hypothetical future problems. 

“But there zs a decision which must be made now, from 
the standpoint of both winning the war and winning the 
peace. That decision is: Will the American people now 
commit themselves to a future of organized international 
collaboration within the areas of demonstrated world 
interdependence? It is that decision which our proposals 
are designed to force, and it must be made now or the 
opportunity for such collaboration will inevitably dis- 
appear and the world will be doomed to continuance of 
the war system. Indeed, unless it is made now, this war 
may be greatly prolonged and its outcome thrown into 
doubt. 

“The last war was fought to victory and the peace was 
made on the assumption that this nation was committed 
to organized international collaboration. It was a pro- 
found and unforgettable shock when we rejected that 
collaboration and decided to go it alone. Will history 
repeat itself? That question raises a fundamental doubt, 
and until we conclusively resolve it, it will plague us at 
every turn.” Mr. Dulles pointed out that after the war 
increased American military power and disillusionment 
due to political differences among the United Nations may 
again be laid to isolationism unless we do something to 
check it. ‘We know that if our nation follows what may 
seem to us the path of self-sufficiency,” continued Mr. 
Dulles, “the result will be internal decay, the mounting 
hostility of the rest of the world and a certain renewal 
of conflicts.” 

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., present at the luncheon, 
commented on the wisdom and timeliness of the Com- 
mission’s proposals. “I am impressed with the wisdom 


and timeliness of the statement of political propositions , 


presented by the Commission of which Mr. John Foster 
Dulles is Chairman. These propositions are fundamental. 

“Two ways lie before the American people: one the 
way traveled after the last war, that did not lead to a 
just or permanent peace; the other, the way of eternal 
right and truth upon which alone a just and durable peace 
can be based. It is of supreme importance that this way 
be adopted forthwith. Every wise means of education, 
information and discussion should be availed of to that 
end. The Commission has rendered an _ incalculable 
service.” 

In offering this Statement of Political Propositions to 
the churches for study and action by their members, the 
Commission makes it clear that the primary task of the 
Church remains that of bringing persons to commit their 
lives to the Will of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. A 
secondary task which the Commission has undertaken, 
is to point out that the Guiding Principles, adopted by 
the Federal Council at its last Biennial Meeting, compel 
certain broad political conclusions. ‘We do that now 
because the course of events is such that a time for action 
is at hand.” 

The six “Pillars of Peace’ with portions of the explana- 
tory comment which follows each, are: 


1. The Peace must provide the political frame- 
work for a continuing collaboration of the 
United Nations and, in due course, of neutral 
and enemy nations. 


The interdependence of the world is strikingly proved 
by the events that led up to this war. That interde- 
pendence calls for permanent political collaboration. Such 
collaboration should, as quickly as possible, be universal. 
But practically, the initial nucleus is the United Nations 
who have already been forced, by events, to collaborate. 


2. The Peace must make provision for bringing 
within the scope of international agreement 
those economic and financial acts of national 
governments which have widespread interna- 
tional repercussions. 


Science has made it possible for the world to sustain a 
far greater population than was formerly the case and to 
attain for that population a higher standard of living. 
But this involves a large degree of transportation and 
interchange between one nation and another. ‘Thus all 
people are subject to grave risk, so long as any single 
government may, by unilateral action, disrupt the flow 
of world trade. This is a form of anarchy that creates 
widespread insecurity and breeds disorder. It prompts 
nations to seek self-sufficiency for themselves at the 
expense of others. 


3. The Peace must make provision for an organi- 
zation to adapt the treaty structure of the world 
to changing underlying conditions. 

As the world is now organized, a fixed status is pre- 
scribed by treaties and, unless all the parties agree, that 
status cannot be changed except by force or the threat 
of force. We must, therefore, have an organization to 
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promote such changes in the treaty structure of the world 
as may be needed to keep that structure responsive to 
future changes in the underlying conditions. 


4. The Peace must proclaim the goal of autonomy 
for subject peoples, and it must establish inter- 
national organization to assure and to supervise 
the realization of that end. 

There must be international agencies, which embrace 
persons free from the self-interest which comes from 
identification with the particular governing power, and 
which are charged with the duty to see that pledges of 
ultimate autonomy are honored, and that, in the mean- 
while, there is no exploitation for alien ends. 


5. The Peace must establish procedures for con- 
trolling military establishments everywhere. 

It is assumed that those nations with which we are at 
war will be effectively disarmed. But that alone will 
not suffice. Military establishments everywhere should 
be brought under some form of international control. 


6. The Peace must establish in principle, and seek 
to achieve in practice, the right of individuals 
everywhere to religious and intellectual liberty. 


Peace cannot be preserved merely by documentary acts 
that create political bodies and define their powers and 
duties. Such bodies can function effectively only as they 
can count upon a public opinion to understand and 
support them. It is, therefore, indispensable that there 
exist the opportunity to bring the people of all the world 
to a fuller knowledge of the facts and a greater acceptance 
of common moral standards. Spiritual and intellectual 
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regimentation that prevents this is a basic underlying: 
cause of war. As such it is not a matter of purely 
domestic concern, and governments and parties must. 
recognize this if the world is to achieve a durable peace. 
In making this plan public the Federal Council’s Com- 


mission asks Americans to study, understand, and accept 
the propositions, to seek their acceptance by Congress and’ 
the President as an official governmental policy, and to: 
seek their acceptance by other nations. 

“Tf the six Propositions become the official program of 
this nation,” the Foreword states, ‘‘we will be committed 
to move by definitive steps, to bring ourselves into an 
ordered relationship with others. Only if the nations 
join to do this can we escape chaos and recurrent war. 
Only if the United States assumes a leadership can it be 
done. For we, more than any other nation, have the 
capacity to influence decisively the shaping of world 


_ events.” 


On March 15, the Social Education and Action secre- 
taries of the various denominations were brought together 
to consider ways in which the study of the “Pillars of 
Peace” could best be promoted in the churches. There 
was unanimous agreement that vigorous steps should now 
be taken to bring the Propositions to the attention of 
churches throughout the country and to encourage their 
study. Consideration was also given to the preparation 
of a discussion guide to assist local churches in the study. 

BRADFORD S. ABERNETHY. 


Race Relations Sunday Widely Observed 


the 21st anniversary of Race Relations Sunday, 

February 14, points both to the interest of new 
communities and church groups and to greatly renewed 
activity from hundreds already identified with the ob- 
servance. Especially effective were public statements 
from editors and organizations on the need for new 
emphasis on the theme, “Interracial Brotherhood Through 
Christian Unity” in a world at war. 

Reports received from 140 cities in 35 states (still 
coming in at press time) show the usual large number 
of interracial pulpit, choir, and other group exchanges 
along with mass meetings and conferences of youth, 
women’s, and ministerial groups of both races. Over 112 
public schools in the New York area sent for special 
help in the conduct of their assemblies, debates, and essay- 
writing on the subject of interracial brotherhood. 

More than 144,000 pieces of literature were distributed 
in response to requests from 45 states and the District 
of Columbia, including bulk orders to several denomina- 
tions, student groups, local Y.W.C.A.’s, and church federa- 
tions, including the Evangelical Association in Hawaii. 

In a message to the press, Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, 
President of the National Council of Women of the 


"Tie Department of Race Relations, reporting on 


United States, Inc., declared: “Race Relations Sunday 
assumes a new importance this year. Its significance now 
extends beyond our own borders into the entire world. . . 
White or black, Protestant, Catholic, or Jew, native- or 
foreign-born, rich or poor—we have a common destiny 
and a common goal.” From the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis came their annual message on inter- 
racial brotherhood under the title “Eliminate Racial 
Discrimination!” 

Among the significant community events were the 
following: 56 pulpit exchanges arranged in Chicago. The 
Columbus Urban League distributed the Department’s 
literature to every church and Sunday school in the city 
and reported ‘fone of the most successful observances, 
with the churches, schools, radio, and press codperating 
splendidly.” A prominent white minister of a liberal 
church in El Paso, Texas, based his sermons for the entire 
month of February on the need for the Church ‘“‘to make 
good its claims for the brotherhood of man . . . or retire 
from the position of leadership it has so long held.” In 
Covington, Va., a Race Relations Council of five white 
and four Negro people has been established to be active 
through the year. Roanoke reported that the accustomed 
segregation in seating arrangements was “definitely out” 
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RECENT BOOKS OF 
LASTING VALUE 


The New Order in the Church 


WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN After critical examination 


of current world-wide problems, the four main post-war tasks 
of the ecumenical church are outlined: (1) to provide a truly 
Christian-fellowship life; (2) to witness the Gospel message to 
non-Christians; (3) to meet pressing economic needs of less- 
favored groups; (4) to strive toward a tangible fellowship of 


all groups who serve or are served. 


Christ and Christian Education 
WILLIAM C. BOWER Here, important questions concern- 


ing the ideas and values of modern Christian education are 
succinctly answered—a careful interpretation of the ideals and 
procedures of Christian education for those responsible for its 
growth. $1 


The Historic Church and 
Modern Pacifism UMPHREY LEE 


“T have always felt that modern Christian pacifism rested its 
case with a false sense of security upon the teachings of Jesus 
.. . Dr. Lee confirms this feeling . . . his book will prove to 
be an important contribution to the discussion of the Chris- 
tian and war.”—CHARLES Crayton Morrison in The Pul- 


pit. $2 


A Basis for the Peace to Come 
HU SHIH -- HAMBRO, et al. «tt treats of a theme 


that is of all-out importance. It covers this theme in an over- 
all way. It is written by men trained and prominent in world 
leadership . . . authoritative without being technical . . . inclu- 
sive without being exhaustive.’—The Westminster Bookman. $1 


Evangelicals, Revolutionists 
and idealists = FRANCIS J. MCCONNELL 


“Bishop McConnell always writes clearly and helpfully. In 
this volume he presents six biographies of Englishmen who con- 
tributed strongly to American thought and life ...a book 
that will delight and inform the appreciative reader.”—United 
_ Presbyterian. $1.50 


The Spiritual Life 


EDGAR S. BRIGHTMAN “A most practical book be- 


cause it takes that much abused word ‘spiritual’ out of the 
realm of worn popular use and attempts to tell us what it 
really means.”—The Chronicle. 


$1.50 


“Characterized both by the fruits of a rich tradition and by a 
note of contemporary urgency.”—GrorGIA HARKNESS. $2 


The Philosophy of the 


Christian World Mission 
EDMUND D. SOPER 4 Religious Book Club Selection 


because of “its sound insights into the nature of the Christian 
message, well-balanced judgments of the non-Christian religions, 
and keen discernment of the strategy of a world-wide 
Church.” $2.50 


At Your Bookstore! 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 
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in the large Race Relations meeting held there at the 
white Baptist Church; several Negro speakers were heard 
at white Sunday schools, and vice versa; both local radio 
stations and newspapers cooperated in the observance. 


Christian Ashrams 

The Department of Evangelism is planning to conduct 
another series of Ashrams this summer, as follows: 

July 7-17—San Francisco Theological Seminary, San 

Anselmo, Calif. 

July 18-August 1—Green Lake, Wisconsin. 

July 31-August 14—Lake Winnipesaukee, N. H. 

August 14-28—Mars Hill, N. C. 


Church Canvass Reports Requested 

All communities which held a United Church Canvass 
this season are being listed at national headquarters. 
Many communities which have held united canvasses 
have not yet reported their participation. 
listing is desired. 

The chairman (or secretary) of each local United 
Church Canvass is urged to send in his community’s name 
to Stanley I. Stuber, United Church Canvass, 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York. 


A complete 


Relief Needs in China Today 

The stoical Chinese are not talking much about.their 
troubles, but Americans in China report that suffering is 
steadily increasing as the sixth year of war draws to its 
close. 

Part of the distress is the direct effect of battles. The 
provinces of Kiangsi and Chekiang were so devastated in 
the fighting last summer that only a bare beginning has. 
been made toward rehabilitation. Here are located the air- 
fields where American fliers were presumed to have landed 
after the bombing of Tokyo. This led to reprisal bomb- 
ings which lasted continuously for a month, followed by 
an invasion from two directions, sending the civilians 
fleeing with what, little they could carry on their backs. 
When the enemy was finally forced to withdraw, he left 
the cities and villages thoroughly devastated. It was in 
Kiangsi that the New Life Movement was started, and 
it is here once more showing its vitality. Here also mis- 
sionaries are devotedly helping in the work of rehabilita- 
tion. 

Another part of the distress is due to drought and 
floods made doubly serious by the fact that the principal 
railways are in the hands of the invader, so that it is dif- 
ficult to move foodstuffs. However it is not impossible, 
and especially in Honan, where a famine is raging, affect- 
ing nine million people, missionaries are doing valiant 
relief work, partly with money supplied from America 
and partly with funds entrusted to them by the Chinese 
Government. 

The blockade prevents the importation of drugs except 
in negligible quantities, and the danger of epidemics of 
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malaria, cholera, dysentery and typhus is very great. The 
best that can be done at present is to distribute equitably 
the stocks of drugs that still remain, and this is being 
financed by the Church Committee for China Relief, 
which is paying for the transportation of medicine from 
the drug depot at Kweiyang to all the civilian hospitals 
of Free China so that they can maintain their indispen- 
sable work. 


New Publications 


MARRIAGE IN WARTIME 


Among all questions which are stirring the minds of 
young people in their conferences these days the problem 
of marriage in wartime takes a prominent place. This also 
bulks large in personal conferences between young people 
and their pastors, chaplains, parents and other advisors. 
Because of the crucial importance of this matter the Com- 
mission on Marriage and the Home has long been giving 
study to it at the same time that its members have been 
leading conferences and counseling young people individ- 
ually and in groups on these matters. 


One result of their study takes the form of a pamphlet 
which has recently come from the press entitled “Your 
Marriage in War Time.” This was approved for publi- 
cation as an educational pamphlet by the Executive Com- 
mittee at its meeting on January 22. Because it is not 
in the form of an official pronouncement of the Federal 
Council but of a friendly talk, it is put out under the 
names of the two members of the Commission on Mar- 
riage and the Home who had most to do with preparing 
it, namely, Dorothy Walworth and Leland Foster Wood. 


Persons who have seen this material in mimeographed 
form are enthusiastic about its usefulness to young people. 
It advises them to be unusually careful in planning so 
important a matter as marriage in these difficult times. 
It warns in particular against hasty marriages or those 
based on short acquaintance. It recognizes, however, 
that marriage is normal in wartime as in peace time and 
that the process of building homes must have the most 


A New Manual for Communicant Classes 


BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 


by Lewis J. and HeteEN H. SHERRILL 


Purpose: To aid in a fuller and deeper understanding of 
the meaning of a profession of faith in Jesus Christ 
and membership in the Christian church. 


Users: Pastors leading classes in communicant: instruc- 
tion. 
Candidates for church membership, regardless 
of age. 
Parents who wish to supplement the pastor’s in- 
struction by home teaching. Price, $1.00 


Order from 


KNOX PRESS 


Richmond, Virginia 


JOHN 


Box 1176 
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careful attention if we are ever to have a satisfactory 
world in which to live. 
Some groups are planning to circulate thousands of 


copies of this among the young people of their constitu- | 


encies. Copies can be had at 10 cents each from the 
Commission on Marriage and the Home, 297 Fourth Ave., 
New York, or at generous quantity rates. 


RELIGION AND ALCOHOL ADDICTION 


“Religion and the Church in Relation to Alcohol Ad- 
diction” is the title of a series of two articles published 
in the December issue of the Quarterly Journal of Studies 
on Alcohol at Yale University, by the Chairman and the 
Executive Secretary of the Federal Council’s Commission 
on Religion and Health. Rev. Otis R. Rice has written 
concerning ‘Religious Resources in the Treatment of 
Alcohol Addiction.” Rev. Seward Hiltner has discussed 
“Aspects Other Than Therapeutic.” Reprints of the 
series are available for fifteen cents each from the Com- 
mission on Religion and Health, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York. ; 


Yearbook of American Churches, 1943 


The sixteenth issue of the Yearbook of American 
Churches is being compiled and edited this year under 
the auspices of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, which has had this responsibility since 
1916. The book has been issued biennially since 1933. 

My attention has been called to an effort by an individ- 
ual, a former publisher of our book, to produce this year 
a reference work of somewhat similar scope, aim and 
name. I am compelled to inform our constituency about 
this venture, so that they may be able to distinguish our 
volume from the other. 

The 1943 volume will again be edited by Benson Y. 
Landis, Associate Secretary of the Federal Council’s De- 
partment of Research and Education. 

The 1943 Yearbook will be brought out by a new 
publisher, Sowers Printing Company, Lebanon, Pa. The 


advertising for the volume will be handled by the Mac- 


farland Company, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

Our 1943 Yearbook will provide continuity with the 
previous issues. It will contain the biennial compilation 
of church membership statistics, also a new section on 
statistics of religious education, in addition to the com- 
plete directory of religious bodies. 


SAMUEL McCrea Cavert, General Secretary. 
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Our Churches and the Jews in Europe 

Statement Adopted by the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
March 16, 1943: 


In order to give effect to the widespread concern over 

the fate of the European Jews the Federal Council’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee proposes the following measures: 
1. We urge the Department of Research and Educa- 
tion to examine all of the available evidence concerning 
the present treatment of the Jews under the Nazi regime 
and at the earliest opportunity issue a statement giving 
the best possible judgment concerning the facts of the 
situation for the information of the American churches. 

2. We urge Christian people throughout the country to 
give their moral support to whatever measures afford 
promise of rescuing European Jews whose lives are in 
jeopardy. We appeal to our government, which has an- 
nounced a plan for a joint conference of representatives 
of the American and the British governments on the sub- 
ject, to give full consideration to the following proposals: 


a. To offer financial assistance for the support of 


refugees that neutral governments (for example, 


Switzerland, Sweden, Spain, Portugal and Tur- 
key) may receive from areas under Nazi con- 
trol, as a result either of infiltration across their 
borders or of negotiations with the Axis powers, 
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with the expectation that, after the war, such 
refugees would be repatriated. 

b. To provide places of temporary asylum in which 
refugees whom it may be possible to evacuate 
from European countries may be removed, these 
refugees to be supported in camps for the dura- 
tion of the war, with the understanding that they 
will then be repatriated or be provided with 
permanent homes in other ways. 

_ 3. As a special occasion for the expression of Christian 
solicitude, the Federal Council, through its Executive 
Committee, designates Sunday, May 2nd, as a “Day of 
Compassion” for the Jews of Europe. The Council in- 
vites all Christian people to join in constant intercession 
—and unitedly on May 2nd—for the victims of racial 
and religious persecution.* In our supplication to God 
let us pray: that God, in His mercy, may open the way 
for the deliverance of the Jewish people; that the hearts 
of all Christian people may be stirred to active compas- 
sion for the suffering of the Jews; that Christians in 
America may steadfastly oppose all tendencies to anti- 
Semitism in our own country; that the spirit of racial 
goodwill and justice may be greatly strengthened among 
all men throughout the world. 

*A packet of information and worship suggestions is available 


for ten cents in stamps from the Commission on Worship, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York. 


them NOW. 


File 6-A, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Name _- peck = 


Address 


KOREAN MADONNA 


This mother with leprosy and her baby without it are in a 
Christian colony behind the opaque cloud of war. Some day 
they will emerge again needing our help more desperately 
than before. We are building a Reconstruction Fund for 


Thousands of such babies in India, Africa and Free China 
can still be reached and saved. But they are shut out like 
the one in this family: 


“This morning I found a family with leprosy at the 
gate—a man, a woman, a child of four and a baby of 
one day. But our camp is already overflowing and 
we are giving the people already in it a scanty diet. 
What can I doP” 


Will you give the missionary who wrote these words and 
others like him your answer out of the joy of Easter and the 
power of the risen Christ? 


THE AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, Inc. (Auxiliary of all denominations) 


I enclose herewith $_____ __ for the purpose checked: Reconstruction Fund $_ as 
Average medical supplies, per person per year______ $5.00 Food for lepers in Free China, where prices are inflated 
Average full support, per year_____»_>>>ES $40.00 frommteneto thirty, times 922.5) 2 
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News of State and Local Cocneration: 


Ohio Announces Advance ligious education, “Good evangelism in- 
Ohio has defined its “United Christian cludes religious education and good reli- 
Advance” as Protestantism Uniting to gious education must be evangelistic.” 
Reach Every Person in Every Ohio Com- 
munity. The United Christian Advance, 
while promoting religious education meth- 


a. Objectives of the Ohio program are: 
United effort in every community to 
promote attendance- at church school 


ods, should also include methods of evan- and church services. 
gelism, and the whole program should em- © United effort in a simultaneous, co- 
phasize a well-rounded evangelistic and re- operative program in every community 


A GIFT TO US 


BRINGS A 
LIFE 
INCOME 
TO YOU 


Some readers of the FEDERAL CoUNCIL BULLETIN 
have already taken advantage of our Annuity Plan. 
Their gifts not only help a worthy organization to 
carry on its religious and charitable work, but pro- 
vide the givers with an income for life. This income 
yields annually, according to age, up to 7 percent. 


AN INVESTMENT THAT IS SAFE, DEPENDABLE 
WITH REGULAR PAYMENTS 


Gift annuity agreements are issued under the authority of 
the New York State Insurance Department. The reputa- 
tion and resources of this great organization are back of 
your funds. Here is a plan of Christian. stewardship that 
combines an income to you as well as helps in your name 
to carry on an important spiritual and welfare work. 


Learn about this two-fold benefit plan. 
Send this coupon today! 


) THE Se ae ARMY. 


(A NEW YORK CORPORATION) | 
130 West 14th Street New York, N. Y. 


Please send me your Annuity Folder penis about 


to train leaders for church schools an 
officers for the churches. 

United effort in visitation evangelism’ 
to approach and urge every resident in’ 
the community to accept Christ. 


b. Methods of obtaining the above ob- 
jectives: 
A religious census. These methods in- 
clude Weekday Church Schools an 
Vacation Church Schools in every 
community; united interdenomination- 
al preaching missions annually; inter- 
denominational and denominational 
leadership training schools; special 
emphasis upon “Religious Education: 
Week” and “Family Week”; a com- 
munity-wide united church canvass; 
statewide and community religious 
publicity and county conventions. 


This program was unanimously adopted 
by the Ohio State Pastors’ Convention and- 
by the Ohio Council of Churches. Nine of 
the denominations constituent to the State; 
Council likewise considered the broad ob- 
jectives of this program, approved the plan 
in principle and formulated specific plans’ 
and recommendations for achieving the. 
objectives stated therein. 


Visitation Evangelism 
in Virginia 

The Norfolk Ministerial Association ah 
cently sponsored a home visitation pro- 
gram. Forty local churches enrolled for | 
parts of the program, 31 entering into full 
participation. On Membership Sunday | 
over 1,000 persons were received into the 


membership of the 31 fully participating 
churches. In Portsmouth, a home cae 


tion evangelism program enlisted the par- 
ticipation of practically every church in 
the city. Thirty-two different churches 1 
used the literature of the campaign, while | 
26 cooperated fully. On Membership Sun- 
day there were 500 persons received into — 
church membership. Both of the above | 
programs were integrated through the 
Tidewater Ministerial Association. 


Parents! Jeachers! 


Here is ‘A wise little book’”’ 
to help you solve that trouble- 
some problem—how to handle 
obedience and disobedience 
skillfully and constructively. 


Read- 
DOES YOUR | 
CHILD OBEY? | 


By REGINA WESTCOTT WIEMAN 
Just published » $1425 


HARPER & BROTHERS 


49 East 33rd Street, New York, N. Y. 
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‘Wichita Council Opens 
New Sunday School 


A new Sunday School was opened on 
_ February 28 by the Wichita Council of 
Churches in the new Planeview Housing 
Area of Wichita. This area will ultimately 
contain 4,382 family units. The public 
‘school classes for this .same community 
opened on March 1 with about 70 pupils. 
A similar Sunday school and local church 
enterprise, opened earlier in the Hilltop 
Manor Housing Area of Wichita, is now 
self-supporting. Families residing in Hill- 
top Manor have given their very hearty 
backing and codperation to the united serv- 
ice which the churches have furnished 
through the Council. 


40,000 Attend California- 
Nevada Conventions 


The Northern California Council of 
Churches, which now also includes Western 
Nevada, has concluded the first series of 
its United Christian Advance Conventions. 
‘There were seventeen in this series. They 
were held on Sundays and were staffed by 
the denominational executives of the area 
under the general chairmanship of the State 
Council General Secretary, Rev. Abbott 
Book. The total attendance in the seven- 
teen communities was in excess of 40,000. 
Plans have been made to conduct two con- 
ventions each month during 1943. Nine of 
these have already been scheduled. 


Organizational Developments 


A new Council of Churches has been or- 
ganized in Moberly, Mo. This develop- 
ment was sponsored by the Ministerial As- 
sociation of Moberly. 

First steps have been taken to organize 
a Council of Church Women in Mobile, 
Ala., and Nashville, Tenn. The Ministerial 
Association of Nashville has created a com- 
mittee to study the need for and ways of 
establishing a council of churches. 

A Council of Church Women has been 
organized in Connecticut as a department 
of the Connecticut Council of Churches. 


New York Calls 
New Children’s Worker 

Mrs. Mary Esther McWhirter, Director 
of Weekday School Work in the city of 
Buffalo, has been employed on the State 
Council staff as Director of the Children’s 
Division weekday work. She began her 
duties on March 15. 


Mrs. McWhirter is a graduate of Yank- 
ton College, S. D., in the class of 1930. 
She has her Master’s Degree in Religious 
Education from the Biblical Seminary of 
New York City, also one year of additional 
graduate work toward her Doctor’s Degree. 
In addition to this, she has had special 
courses at New York University and Union 
Theological Seminary. 


After experience as a Vacation School 
Director and neighborhood worker in New 
Jersey, and with the New York City Mis- 
sion Society in the lower East Side of New 
York, she became Director of Education 
for the Brooklyn Church and Mission Fed- 
eration, holding this position for seven 
years. During the past year she has been 
with the Buffalo Council of Churches. Mrs. 
McWhirter is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Memphis Perfects its 
Organization 


churches in 
some official organ 


In order to permit the 
Memphis to “have 


- Among the 
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through which they may speak with a 
united voice and work in coéperation in 
the interest of all matters of common con- 
cern,” a Council of Churches has been set 
up. Rev. William G. Gehri, rector of 
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, has 
been elected President. To date twenty- 
four churches are participating. This gives 
a lay and clerical membership of 120 on 
the Council. They represent the Christian, 
Congregational, Methodist, Pentecostal, 
Episcopal, Lutheran, Presbyterian U.S.A., 
Presbyterian U.S. and Associate Reformed 
churches. Committees have been estab- 
lished to work in the fields of Christian 
education, vacation church schools and race 
relations. The Committee on Education 
is coOperating with the State Board of Ed- 
ucation and the Superintendent of Schools 
in the taking of an accurate census of all 
school children, with the object of discov- 
ering and reaching those without church 
connections. Plans are also maturing look- 
ing toward the establishment of neighbor- 
hood weekday schools of religion on an 
interdenominational basis. 


Neu Booka - 


It Runs in the Family 


By James Lee ELLENWooD 
Scribner’s. $2.00. 


Dr. Ellenwood has written another vivid 
book out of his experiences in family life 
and following his earlier one, THERE’s No 
Prace Like Home. He says that the normal 
course of family life is not peace and 
serenity but a series of adjustments. Dif- 
ficulties are not alien and surprising things. 
They run in the family. It is not a ques- 
tion of who is to be blamed but of what 
can be done about solving them. Success- 
ful family life is making the best possible 
adjustment to the total of experience. 


Each home is different from every other; 
no two have just the same problems. 
Troublesome situations are joint enterprises 
for which “remedies are brewed only at 
home.” Sound conduct comes from sound 
attitudes; therefore in child guidance we 


SUMMER STUDY at 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
July 6 to August 13, 1943 


Enrollment for credit July 6 to 23 or July 26 to Aug. 13 also possible. 


FACULTY: Henry Sloane Coffin, Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., Julius A. Bewer, Grace Loucks Elliott, Harrison 
S. Elliott, Frederick C. Grant, Erdman Harris, Frank W. Herriott, Robert C. Johnson, John Knox, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, Liston Pope, Cyril Richardson, Otis R. Rice, Norris L. Tibbets, Edwin E. Aubrey. 


Wide range of Columbia University courses also available. 
CONFERENCE FOR MINISTERS AND OTHER RELIGIOUS WORKERS 
Four weeks in units of one week each: July 12-16; 19-23; 26-30; Aug. 2-6. 


Enroll for one, two, three or four weeks, Lectures and discussion on significant topics by distinguished 


ADDRESS: DIRECTOR OF SUMMER COURSES 


leaders. 


3041 Broadway 


New York City 


must turn from imposition of rules to de- 
pendence upon attitudes. This is the es- 
sence of good home procedure. 


We can teach character to children only 
by having it around where they are. They 
are deeply affected by what they think of 
their parents. The author paints a com- 
posite picture of a pair of parents embody- 
ing the things which young people dislike 
and of another pair representing the things 
young people like. For parents it is not 
merely a question of how children look to 
us but of how we appear to them. They 
did not select us as their parents and there- 
fore in a sense we have to sell ourselves to 
them. Nature and the family situation are 
on the side of the parent if he does his 
work reasonably well and keeps a sense of 
perspective and humor. 

The author holds that people are more 
vivid than theories, and yet along the way 
he has his own set of sound theories. Ilus- 
trations add, but the book itself is pic- 
turesque all the way through. It leaves 
one with the feeling that life is endlessly 
rich and diverse, and that although family 
life always has a certain amount of failure, 
it has at its heart the best human satis- 
factions which we have. L. F. W. 
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TOWARDS 
BELIEF IN GOD 
By Herbert H. Farmer 


The question discussed in this book is a 
fundamental one: “What grounds have 
we for belief in God?” Dr. Farmer main- 
tains that God is not an abstract idea 
but a living personal Will and that His 
presence is known in concrete situa- 
tions where decisions must be made. 
Written with warmth and vitality, this 
powerful book makes a new and fresh 
approach and is of interest to the gen- 
eral reader as well as to students of 
philosophy and to ministers. $2.00 


IF THEY DON’T COME 


BACK 
By H. Adye Prichard 


In these days of anxiety and strain, with 
many young men away at the front, 
Canon Prichard’s assurances of a life 
hereafter fill a poignant need. Writing 
with sympathy and reverence, he voices 
an invincible faith in immortality—a 
faith which will bring comfort to those 
who are suffering the loss.of a loved 
one and to all who must remain at 
home. (tent.) $1.25 


HERITAGE AND 


DESTINY 


By John A. Mackay 


What is the most potent force shaping 
the destiny of mankind today? Dr. 
Mackay maintains we must look back- 
ward for our creative pattern of life and 
get a fresh start by a reappraisal of the 
past. When God, coming in the Great 
Tradition, is chosen as the chief heritage 
of humanity, men will fulfill their true 
destiny in national, cultural, and spirit- 
ual life. $1.50 


THE FIGHT OF THE 
NORWEGIAN CHURCH 
AGAINST NAZISM 


By Bjarne Héye and 
Trygve M. Ager 


Based entirely on fact and carefully 
documented, this book covers the Nor- 
wegian struggle against Nazi domina- 
tion. Of interest to all who want to 
know the true picture of the Axis oc- 
cupation of Norway. $1.75 


WHAT IS A MATURE 


MORALITY? 
By Harold H. Titus 


After a timely and thorough examina- 
tion of the main causes for the present 
confusion in thought and action, the 
author discusses the relation between 
ethics in general and Christian ethics. 
He sets forth the ideals of a mature 
morality and shows how the nearer we 
approach these, the higher will be our 
morality. Well balanced and construc- 
tive. $2.00 


THE MACMILLAN CO. 
60 Fifth Avenue 


| New York 


The Pastor as a Personal 
Counselor 


Cart J. SCHINDLER 
Muhlenberg Press. $1.25 


This little volume illustrates the grow- 
ing interest in the opportunities of the 
Church to bring pastoral help to individ- 
uals. It is, so far as the reviewer knows, 
the first volume on this subject by a Luth- 
eran pastor in the United States to take 
the modern dynamic point of view in psy- 
chology, and to illuminate this with a deep 
conviction and understanding about Chris- 
tianity. 

The author believes that the minister, 
“on the basis of his understanding of the 
Christian religion, must be an expert in 
the field of human relationships.” His 
book deals with the preparation for coun- 
seling, the personality of the pastor, the 
ways in which people differ, conflict and 
methods of dealing with it, marriage coun- 
seling, ministry to the sick, mental dis- 
orders, and the therapeutic value of group 
experience. 

As the author says, this volume does not 
represent original work either in psychol- 
ogy or theology, and the mode of treat- 
ment is theoretical. There are emphases, 
and even points of fact, where the volume 
over-simplifies, as in confining the func- 
tion of the psychiatrist wholly to the 
“treatment of morbid mental life.’ But 
the main trend and thrust of the book will 
be found helpful, progressive, and fully 
aware of the emotional and feeling values 
of the Christian religion. Ss. H 


Which Way Ahead? 


By WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE 
Harper & Brothers. $1.50. 


This little book about the Church writ- 
ten by the former rector of Grace Church 
(Episcopal) New York, now a professor 
in the Union Theological Seminary, is writ- 
ten very simply but deals with the deepest 


LIGHT .... onthe | 


International Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound in- 
spiring lesson expositions written by 
specialists for every age group. Un- 
denominational and uncontroversial 
they can be used with safety in any 
Sunday school. Write for free speci- 
mens of 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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issues. It begins with the eternal values 
for which the Church stands. It then goes 
on to consider the weaknesses which the 
members of the Church of today must 
overcome. It moves to a climax in a 
prophetic treatment of what the Church 
may actually achieve in making a more 
Christian world, provided it can have 

(a) an accepted plan of self-disciplined 
education by which church members 
can become more effective in their 
personal lives; 

(b) a more direct application of Chris- 
tian principles to our social and in- 
dustrial order; 

(c) a Christian conception of internation- 
al life; 

(d) a readiness to seize the missionary 
opportunities which the present world 
confusion presents; 

(e) a determination to achieve the unity 
of the Church. 

S. M. C. 


The Funeral 


By AnpRew W. BLacKwoop 
Westminster Press. $2.00. 


It is seldom that a full-sized book ap- 
pears dealing solely with the funeral. One 
may impulsively ask, why 254 pages about 
it? A reading of this valuable volume will 
give the answer. This book will be wel- 
comed both by the hard-pressed pastor 
who must conduct funerals and the often 
long-suffering layman who attends them. 

The volume consists of twenty-two 
chapters plus a Funeral Anthology and an 
Index of Scripture Passages. The material 
of the book is indicated by chapter head- 
ings chosen at random: The Funeral Prob- 
lem, the Christian Pastor, the Funeral Ar- 
rangements, the Homemade Ritual, the 
Available Music, the Scripture Readings, 
the Pastor’s Prayers, the Elusive Poem, the 
Funeral Message, the Fraternal Order, the 
Problem Funeral, the Pastoral Opportunity. 

Special mention should be made of the 
Funeral Anthology, made up of fifty-three 
selections of poetry and five of prose. The 
choice has been made with taste and wis- 
dom. 

Dr. Blackwood, whose long service in the 
pastorate and in Princeton Theological 
Seminary gives him an unusual right to 
speak, places the Church in his debt for 
this timely and helpful volume. D. E. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 
Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 
Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. Send for 
Sample. 


Redington Co., Dept. 35, Scranton, Pa. 


See March issue of WORLD AFFAIRS for statements and 
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The Holy Bible! It’s always meant 
a lot to us—helped us stand up against 
life’s hardest knocks. We wanted to 
have a real share in giving it to other 
folks. 

Then someone told us about the 
American Bible Society’s Annuity Plan 
and we discovered how we could do 
something fine for the Old Book and at 
the same time protect our income for 
the future. 
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COUPON 
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No More Financial Worries 
and we've done something 


fine for the Old Book 
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Those checks from the Society have 
never failed to arrive on time — and 
they’re generous too. Besides—they’re 
backed up by the Society’s nearly 100 
years of experience in writing annuity 
agreements. 

Why not send the coupon today and 
learn how this Plan can fit your needs 
and at the same time help to further the 
distribution of the Word throughout the 


world. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
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HENRY A. WALLACE 


In This Significant New Book 


Twelve experts in the fields of religion, political and social 
economy, foreign policy, race issues, public health, and 
education discuss, under Christian auspices, not a blue- 

rint for the Peace Table. Rather, they give a compre- 
Ee statement of the fundamental issues and the 
Christian principles involved in world order and the func- 
tion of the Christian church in maintaining it. 


The Merrick (Delaware Conference) Lectures, 1943 


Introductory Lecture: Practical ReELiGion IN THE WoRLD | OF 
Tomorrow, Hon. Henry 4. Wallace, Vice-President of the United 
States of America. 


Part I—Fundamental Christian Principles 


Gop AND THE WorLpD WE LIvEW, Bishop Francis J. McConnell. 

Tue Curistian Conception oF Man, Willis J. King, President of 
Gammon Theological Seminary. 

A Curistian View or Nature, Edgar S. Brightman, Professor of 
Philosophy in Boston University. 

Tue SprrituaL Basis or Democracy, Umphrey Lee, President of 
Southern Methodist University. 


Part II—Factors in World Order 


New Race Issues, G. Baez-Camargo, National Evangelical Council 
of Mexico. 

Postwar Wortp Economy, John B. Condliffe, Professor of Economics 
in the University of California. 

Ture Lanp anp Human WELFARE, Bjarne Braatoy, Chief Intelligence 
Officer in the Planning Division of OWI. 

Pouitics AND Human WELFARE, Vera Micheles Dean, Research Di- 
rector of the Foreign Policy Association. 

Tue HEALTH OF THE WorLD Community, Charles-Edward A. Winslow, 
Dr. P.H., Professor of Public Health in Yale Medica ] School. 
CHRISTIANITY AND THE WORKERS OF THE Wor Lp, Carter Goodrich, 

Professor of Economics in Columbia University. 
Human CHARACTER AND Wortp Orper, Reinhold Schairer Visiting 
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CuristiAn Bases or WorzD OrpDER comprises the Merrick 
(Delaware Conference) Lectures for 1943, for which the 
very best leadership was sought and secured. It is a 
must book for every intelligent Christian seeking the com- 
mon goal of the family of nations: To create the condi- 
tions under which free men can meet the great human 
needs of body and spirit. 
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